Bob Berta, President
Michigan Accordion Society
5955 Cobb Creek Road
Rochester, Michigan 48305
biker123@att.net

August 23, 2012

Mr. Paul Pasquali

The Frosini Awards
1760 South, 450 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

Dear Mr. Pasquali,

I received confirmation from our Vice President Mr. Joseph Recchia that our registration has been confirmed for this year’s‘
Frosini Award for the 13t Annual Las Vegas International Accordion Convention.

On behalf of the Michigan Accordion Society our Members, Board of Directors and Officers, | am very honored to officially
submit to you our enclosed “Entry Documentation” that was proudly and personally signed by our members.

We have worked diligently to embrace this project and have worked very hard to improve the overall quality of the our socie-
ty by promoting the Instrument, encouraging others to perform and as a result had many great success stories. The Michi-
gan Accordion Society is a great success story in itself as we have had 40% increase in membership this year alone. We
have also included several significant success stories that our members are very proud to share with you and your commit-
tee.

| know first hand that a few of our members are looking forward in attending your upcoming convention. We will continue
to promote your event through our Facebook page, Website, Newsletter as well as our monthly meetings in hopes to help
increase attendance at your event.

In closing and on behalf of the entire family of the Michigan Accordion Society, we thank you for your consideration and re-
main hopeful in being selected as this year’s “Frosini’s Award” recipient.

Accordionly Yours,

ob Berta
MAS President

Attached, “Entry Documentation” Booklet
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The 13th Annual Las Vegas International Accordion Convention
September 24 - September 27, 2012

It’'s NOT TOO LATE! - REGISTER TODAY!

ACCORDION CLUB
FROSINI AWARD

Does your club or organization have some success stories to tell?
Has anyone joined your club and taken up playing the accordion because of your club’s activities?

Your Club Could WIN This Year’s Frosini Award

But do hurry—we need to hear about your successes!
It's as easy as One, Two, Three!

First, you'll need to tell us, on paper, exactly what your group did to promote the accordion in the year 2011-—up to the pre-
sent time—and what the response was, including success stories about people who have joined your club and now play the
accordion because of your efforts. Be as specific and as complete as you can. Fliers, programs or supporting articles and
information from newspapers, magazines, or the net will all make your case more effectively, so send them all!

Second, your club must be registered to be eligible to win. You'll want to register anyway, because registration provides
great visibility for your club. Space for your literature will be provided at the Convention, plus recognition in our Souvenir
Program. So complete your Club Registration Form and submit it today along with the description of your club’s promotional
activities.

Third, email or mail your entry with supporting documentation no later than August 31, 2012.
Mail to: THE FROSINI AWARDS, 1760 South 450 West, Salt Lake City, UT 84115.

This year’s Frosini Award-winning club will be able to offer 25 of their members a $40.00 rebate off the 2013 Las Vegas
International Accordion Convention registration fee! This can be a great tool to increase your club’s membership! Maximum
savings of $1,000.00 per club per year!
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Address/Phone
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Past Presidents
Steve Stolaruk: 1996-2005
Lana Gore: 2006
Ray Battani: 2007-2010
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THANK YOU!

Who We Are:

MAS seeks to advance the knowledge and status of the ac-
cordion in our communities. We hold 2 monthly meetings,
each month, a Board & Membership meeting. We sponsor
concerts, workshops and provide a network for accordionists

to promote their music.

MAS was established in June|
1996, which is an associa-

tion for promoting and shar-
ing the music of the Accordi-
on. Currently there are near-

ly 140 members and we are
Our first

purpose is to promote the Accordion as a beautiful and versa-

Many MAS Members enjoying great music!

growing monthly.

tile instrument which is capable of accompanying music of all
types, from classical, jazz, and rock to the more traditional
polkas and folk songs. We teach & encourage young people
to learn how to play and appreciate the Accordion. Our se-

cond purpose is sharing Accordion Music within our commu-

nities.

Our monthly membership meetings

include professional artists and ama-
” teurs playing a wide variety of music.
All members are encouraged to par-
ticipate in the "ACCORDION JAM".

In addition we help advertise where

MAS members performing at our Meetings

and when our members are playing. We also have small en-
sembles playing at local malls, schools, and churches to
share Accordion music with the public.
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MAS Enhancements for 2012:

Over the past year we have worked very hard to increase membership. We are
pleased to announce that we have had the largest membership increase in our
clubs history and as of August 2012 our membership has increased by 40% This

has been accomplished through a wide variety of new programs:

Added Monthly Meetings (previously we had meetings every other month)

Increased number of Board of Directors to help with the additional work load

Created a positive atmosphere, encouraging all members to perform
Establishing a membership perk program, by working with local and national

retailers.

We are now able to provide discounts for our MAS Members

MAS Members Please Support the Business that support MAS!

Accordion International offer MAS

Ly
<0
Accordions&]n!ema:imml
W

members: 20% discount on Accordion
straps, cases and special member pric-
ing on the lineup of Roland V Accordions
Mention “Michigan” Sales Code

Address: 1760 South 450 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84115

Phone: (800) 935-0013
Website: www.accordionfactory.com

EDB STUDIOS

|V

EDB Studios offers MAS Members:

20% off all in stock items, including
lessons, instruments and Recordings

Address: 30640 Dequindre Rd
Warren, MI 48092

Phone: 586 751-8616

Website: www.edbstudios.com

Detroit's Legendary Music Store... Since 1934

Check Out O Comperttve Pies

Gus Zoppi Music Center offers MAS
Members:

20% off all in stock items & lessons

Address: 38944 Dequindre Road
Sterling Heights, M148310

Phone: (586) 978-1816

Website: www.guszoppimusic.com

ISTC

THORITY

Music Authority offers MAS members:

Buy four lessons & get two free!

Address: 24736 W. Warren St.

Dearborn Heights, M1 48127
Phone: (313) 551-5420
Website: www.musicauthorityschool.com

% ConCorde Inns

ConCorde Inn offers MAS members:

20% discount on Rooms at both locations

Wwww.concordeinn.com

1919 Star Batt Drive, Rochester Hills, MI 48309,
Phone: 248-299-1210

44315 Gratiot, Clinton Township, MI 49036

A Portable Charger is now available for your Roland FR7/FR7x V Accordion which is specifically engineered and
designed for your BP 24-45 Battery pack. Stop carrying around your bulky Roland Charger and upgrade with this very

small and portable (less than 1 pound) very high quality Micro processer based

(M [WEEEF|charger. Retail price $249.00. MAS Members will receive a 25% discount. [ 1T IR 1111
W EEE ) @ EEE )

Free notarizing services for all MAS Members through Linda Marshall , Notary Public
1248 Lakepointe, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 49230 Phone: 313-822-4722, lindalmusic@yahoo.com

NEELO OO OL0,0,0.0,0,859,5, %5 % 2 teta Ras




s 2012 Frosini Award

Ry “Michigan Accordion Society”
E 1] 9

= *V{é‘ Entry Documentation

MAS Enhancements for 2012 Continued:

« Launched several incentive program “Finders Fee" to obtain new members &
"Complimentary Membership" for performers who perform at our meetings

$5.00 Finders Fee Details:

®  You must be a current and paid in full
MAS member
FREE 1 YEAR COMPLIMENTARY MAS MEMBERSHIP! ||e  The new member you refer must have
In order to qualify, the following must apply:

Membership Incentive

never been a MAS member

® The new member must also be paid in
full

®  Solo Music performance during one of our Membership
Meetings

®  Placed on our playing roster by the Clubs Music Editors

« Opened up our membership to include singers, guitarist as well as a variety
of folk instruments, all of which supports the “Accordion” as a wonderful mu-
sical instrument

uuuuu

Vi ’ 4'[,;\‘ \ > ;1

MAS meetings now held in the Beautiful Forestre Banquet
Facility in Rochester Hills, Ml

Our Members are now dancing at our
meetings!

S _i e . e
®.%% % Vs e
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MAS Enhancements for 2012 Continued:

« We have made significant Marketing improvements with our Society this year

e Introduced a brand new website at (www.michiganaccordion.org)

 Brand new Full color newsletter that was designed by our Student MAS mem-
ber and very fine accordionist “Phillip Ma”

vw.michiga

‘,\\cHltmy May—Lly “Summer” 2002 Vol 15 .3

T

August 21st at 7:30 at the
Is 1919 Star | Future Mestings and Events

sEeptumber 1ath
it

Take A Look.. Welcome!
Join Us! We are glad you are visiting our web site! This is

H = . 3 Wby visit us on facebook

Teachers

Classified ] - uondenng\\ here you can go 0 repair or tune
Ads your accordion, or perhaps find a new one, or
find music written for ace dlon oran

@ . - (M accordion teac]

OUR MAS BANNER IS BACK AND WILL BE PRODULY
FEATURED AT EACH OF OUR MEETING’S AND EVENTS!

o

Accordion Links g 11 :E;;Emdw v aw j Prioto Gallery MICHIGAN
W= | can help you find what you are looking for. CCO
| We arelocated in the 5/E Michigan area but Al R DION
1a\emembe1 from all of Michigan as well as other states. Qur members SOCIETY

MAS Brand New Web Site Launched 2012

« MAS launched a new Facebook
page in 2012 to help promote MAS,
our members and the Accordion at
http:// www.facebook.com/pages/
Michigan-Accordion-Society/

« MAS has a newly designed Banner
that we proudly display at each of
our meetings and events

MICHIGAN
ACCOR DION
SOCIETY
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MAS Enhancements for 2012 Continued:

+ We instated a no compete venue at all future meetings so that all accordion
performers are encouraged to perform as each player has their own style, skill
level and technique (“MAS ACCORDION JAM” photo below)

« We have collaborated with several music
clubs in the area such as the “Shelby
Township Music Society” the “Greater De-
troit Jazz Society” and the “Polish Ameri-
can Cultural Society” to assist us in promoting the Accordion, MAS as well as
our performers in our community

« We have opened up our club to accordionists outside the Michigan Area and
now have members from Arizona, Canada, Florida, Nevada and Ohio

« We are very proud to highlight that legendary Accordionist, Mr. Dick Contino is
a member of MAS! Mr. Contino has had a great impact with the MAS moral and
we are now seeing more players perform at our
meetings and taking more interest in our society!

« We have scheduled a Tony Dannon Tribute Scholar-
ship Benefit Concert on Nov 4, 2012

« We are also planning a Roland V Accordion work-

shop in Detroit with Roland

V Accordion Representatives

Alicia Baker and Steve Albini

« We have not stopped....we [ e Certrin et T |

B are working on other great

incentives that we plan to launch later this year and in-

to next year........

Roland Representative Alicia Baker with "W-Accordion|
MAS Joe Recchia planning a MAS workshop
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MAS Members Charity Events:

MAS members have been actively participating in a wide variety of charity events.

« MAS Members Lisa Agazzi, Greg Stryker, Gary Zack and Joe Recchia held sever-
al concerts this year to raise money for Cancer research as well as Cancer pa-
tients, and not just in Michigan. Joe Recchia traveled to Indiana to support
cancer patients by helping to put on several concerts with “The Gene Van Ac-
cordion Orchestra” that helped raise thousands of dollars.

jAds by Google

Dance Lessons Michiana
[Sign Up for a Free Lesson!
Group & Private Waltz,
Ballroom & Latin
ww.dancesportontheplaza.com

Signs of Colon Cancer
lLearn The Signs Of Colon
[Cancer. Get Expert Tips And
IAdvice Online.

Pebble com

Master the Blues Now
IFree Pentatonic Scale
[Cheat Sheet. Great sounds
Istraight off the batl

paww bluesguitarmaster.com

Beginner Piano Lessons
[Discover Beginner Piana

SouthBendTribune.com

[OU ARE HERE: SouthBendTribune Home — Collections — Breast Cancer

| ARTICLE COLLE

Cause sits close to their hearts

CARCER FOUNDATION

St in sy Fnaseionty

Rochester Hills, Michigan

Gene Van Orchestra fundraiser July

Accordion orchestra benefit concert to honor two women with ties to group.

July 15, 2012 | By BRIANA BARNER | South Bend Tribune

South Bend Tribune/JAMES BROSHER

SOUTH BEND -- For Gene Van, it's not just
about the music, although he’s been in the
business for more than a half-century. It's 0 0
about what he does with his talent, which
includes serving those in need.

B3 Recommend |- 11

W Tweet Submit

“There's no ending need for a worthy cause,” Van says.

As founder of the Gene Van Accordion Orchestra and Chorus, he made service

an integral part of the orchestra’s character.

The orchestra makes it a point to host annual benefit concerts, and while deciding on a cause for this year's concert, tw

accordionists with close ties to the orchestra came to mind.

g

The Italian Tribune - La Tribuna del P

Friday, June 8- June 21, 2012

‘Our Local Stars’ to benefit
Swan for Life Cancer Foundation
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Michiana Performing Arts Asociation
(==

[y g “4ACCORDIONS UNITED"
BENEFIT CONCERTS

Peatariog the
GENE VAN ACCORDION ORCHESTRA
AND CHORUS

Sanday, Joly 22,2012-
HM”,M 7‘)'..

Kern Road Mennonite Church
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MAS Member Senior Charity Work:

Pat O'Rourke and Ed Podgorny play regularly and donate their accordion mu-
sic at senior centers as musical therapists. As well as Church Luncheons,

and various Senior events in our community.

Ao Aat |
r’\

Ww/\

L,ewof
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MAS Members Pat O'Rourke & Ed Podgorny perform at a local
community Senior Center for a resident that turned 104 years old!

Line up
1. Harry Glover Song
a 2. Madelyn Precée (Requested no judge com Piano
3. Patsy Matyas Song
; < 5 4. Brooke & Paige Trousdale Comedy
z 8 z 5. Eric Halstead with Richard Song
e 3 6. Bill Moralee (Sally Cleghorn) Poem
H HEs 6 m(’D B 7. Sandy Halstead & Peggy Leduc Skit
g § I%g 5 H g 8. Jack Young Song
0 e EO I~ 9. Joey Weipert Song
EIetE S & ) 10. Molly Poc & Leah Dammann Skit
g 8722 A7 jav] 11. Richard Halstead, Eric, April Sawyers,
3 8Rsg; = Cameron LeDuc & Karen Thomas Song
g S840 12. Terry Smith Song
; § 7z = 13. Mandy Bush & Jennifer Edwards Song
g 357 2 14. Maygan Toohey Bells
2 *gs 3 & 15. Karen Thomas Song
3 § !%% g 16. Terry Smith & Harry Glover Song
=) 3 52 17. Becky Glover Skit
i3 18. Pat O’Rourke Accordion
D) 5z iy . FC
“ Special Thanks to our... 1
Judges: Craig Fulton, Hilda Fisher and Peter Morphy ‘
Emcee: Russ Weipert  Sound: Billy Weipert
/ Performers: To our talented members here at Royal
i Thanks ForAll Yot Do! tyl:l:‘ X‘a”[’I::;:\;ﬂ;“\llc:“t;;ngnng us an evening of great|
g And last but not least, the best audience around!!!!!!

e

You decerva fo feel special

for the great work you do.

Your heartfelt dadication
alwaye comes through.

We thank you sincerely /L,._/(_\ j/}ZJ(/
for all that you chare— o i
your attitude, efforte, &
commitment and caral '

i
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Noon. . -« cvvv wwan Welcome
Peter Morphy
12:05 .. -t v v v e e s . Songs
Tim Vancil
12:20. . c s e v v nn s LET’S EAT
1:00 . Pat O’Rourke & Ed Podgomy
1:15. .Dawn Neely )
A R R S Birthdays
1:30 . Nominations for 2011 King & Queen
1:35.....ccuunn . Door Prizes
Each Step | Take
Chorus
:él"’b == == 5 e P
| iach step | tke 1 know that e will guide me;
5, = Dk ok
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i To high - er  ground
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MAS Member Senior Charity Work:

« MAS Member Jim Rand donates his time at a many events this one below is at
a recent senior birthday party

CELEBRATE!

Frank's 80th!
Birthday Surprise Party
Sunday, August 5, 2012

RSVP by July 30"

Nancy Gizinski 586-247-3094
or gizinski@comcast.net

 MAS President Bob Berta & MAS Members Pat O’Rourke & Ed Podgorny donates their

time to help raise money for the Heart of the Hills Acting club—Performed a mediey from "The
Sound of Music". Heart of the Hills was celebrating its 50th anniversary

the Original

ENIORS GOT TALE
(Comedy’Skits and Musie)

‘Watch for Our Spring Presentation of
‘The Broadway Musical
“Brigadoon”

 Joe Recchia at the local Italian Cultural Society provides accordion music to
help raise money for the community Center senior fund as well as other chari-
ty events in the community. :
_ .’
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MAS Cultural Events Participation:

e MAS Member performing at 1l Volo Concert in Detroit 2012 as well as other
Great Cultural Venues

|

Italy’s NEW Singing Sensation!

L WJLU S

P':em lonazig
ﬂunn 1 Gianfugy
Allitisry e M‘n"""" Rumem E

%()

@
ﬂ @ Ssave 4R
‘{"’S'"eSs . @ LI

nkrin, HOL R *

MAS Members Eric DeBerado and Dave
Passalaque performing for Il Volo

MAS Member keeping the
culture alive at the Venetian
Hotel in Las Vegas, NV Youth Talent at the Bavarian Inn Frankenmuth, Mi

MAS Member Linda Lee promoting Culture and

L FO O E0.0.9.5.955.55 %5 %0 %6 Vo Ve Pe e Ran
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MAS Member Children Events:

« Several MAS members and MAS
Business supporters teach accor-
dion to nearly 2 dozen youth stu-
dents in the Metro Detroit area.

« MAS sponsors an annual “Musical
Youth Night” and asks local Music
stores to provide their students so e
that they can be featured at our A | Ay A -
meetings. We issue award Rib- /'L?: -l :}’:“" T ( J ‘

bons and Certificates as well. MAS Youth night performers June of 2012

« Our members have brought Accordions to local Elementary schools to teach
young students about the instrument.

Pat O'Rourke introduces local elementary students to the
“Wonderful World of the Accordion”

° we a | SO su pport ACCORDION FOR KIDS PROGRAM (MAS friends from VA)

50 + family members, school officials, Bob Kenyton and
John Norbury, Accordion Revolution members had a cele- ’
and promOte our bration dinner with the young accordionists at Victor Res- . ““““““" :
taurant in Williamsburg, Va. Monday 11 June to celebrate
OUt Of State the success of the Accordion for Kids, USA Program, hosted
H this spring by Waller Mill Elementary School, York County,
frlends that help Va. Bob and John shared their accordion stories and we
= = were entertained by Miss Luba Pak who performed two
WIth Accordlon stunning Russian selections. The Young Masters Of The
Accordion, played, as bellow buddies, their signature song
which culminated in us all singing and squeezing to: "On
Top of Spaghetti." Each young accordionist received an
grams' accordion pin and a signed Squeezin at the Accordy-Inn
CD. This final picture was taken outside the restaurant
upon completion of the celebration dinner.

for Kids pro-
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MAS Youth Great Success:

We have several MAS student members that are very active with the Accordion.

e MAS Member Phillip Ma who is winning a vast majority of accordion competi-
tions and recently won first place at the AGM National Competition!

Philip Ma won first place at the AGM National Competi-
tion. He was also asked to perform at the Concert at the
event that started off the entertainment. He played flawlessly
performing a Russian jazz version of "Mack the Knife".

8l MAS Member Phillip Ma with
his instructor & MAS member
% Yakov Todromovich

Philip also volunteered time over the 3-day competition as a
Room Monitor. The 36th Annual American Guild of Music
(AGM) Great Lakes Regional Contest will be held April 26-28,
2013 at the Westin Detroit Metropolitan Airport.

The 112th Annual AGM National Convention and Contest will
be held July 18-21, 2013 at the Delta Meadowvale Hotel in
Toronto.

e Very Proud MAS Member Zoe VanDerburg - uses her accordion as her main tal-
ent when competing in her as a Beauty pageant contestant!

MAS Member
Zoe VanderBurg, N
perform Accordi- |
on as part of her
Pageant compe-
tition but unfor-
tunately received
no crown this
round. Zoe re-
mained focused at
her July 2012 Na-
tional American
Miss Pageant in

Dearborn Michigan and looks forward to
sharing her Accordion talent in the next pag-
eant! Of 50 competitors she was the ONLY
accordion performer there. Her playing was
perfect! The Judges placed a singer(1st), a
baton twirler (2nd) and a dancer (3rd).
Many people came up to her afterward &
said she should have had a placing. We felt
very good coming to such a HUGE pageant.
She still had a smile on her face. VERY
Proud to be a MAS member and shared the
fact she was a MAS member with her other
young competitors, HOW exciting is that!
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MAS Youth Great Success Continued:

MAS Members support past Student Members that have achieved great Musical

success. jype 17 , 2012 Andrea Caruso former MAS member and daughter of MAS Member
Andy Caruso receives Master in Music and celebrated her Accomplishment in
style with several of our MAS members.

Andrea Caruso, began studying the accordion at the age of five under the direction of
Lana L. Gore at the Music Centre in Dearborn Heights, MI. Andrea showed great tal-
ent at an early age winning regional competitions hosted by the American Guild of
Music, and national competitions hosted by the American Accordionists’ Association
as well as the American Teacher’s Guild.

At the age of 13, Andrea competed in her first international competition in Castelfidar-
do, Italy. That year, she was also invited to perform as a guest artist with the Plym-
outh Symphony Orchestra. She returned to Europe a second time at the age of 15 to
compete at Le Grand Prix in Geneva, Switzerland where she received second place in
her division. At 16, Andrea became the U.S. champion at the annual American Accor-
dionists’ Association convention and shortly after she traveled to Budapest, Hungary
to compete in the Coupe Mondiale.

Andrea continued to develop as a musician
at the university level. In 2005, she began
pursuing an undergraduate degree at Saint
Xavier University in Chicago, IL. There, she
studied piano and voice and as early as her
first year was invited to perform in the uni-
versity’s Honors Recital. Although Andrea
says she’s an instrumentalist at heart, in
the end vocal performance won her over.
She studied with Dr. Jan Bickel at Saint
Xavier, and received her bachelors of fine
arts in Vocal Performance in 2009.

A year later, Andrea began a Masters pro-
gram in Vocal Performance at the Chicago
College of Performing Arts. There she stud-
ied under the direction of Mark Crayton and

performed in works such as The Magic
Flute and Biardot’'s| Pictured Lefttoright MAS Member Joe Recchia, MAS Friends Bill

Cinderella. She was| Cario & Andrea Caruso, MAS Member's Andy Caruso, John Schollak
also selected to per- & Walt Lipiec all performed for the festivities

form in a master class
with the renowned coach Martin Katz. She was so well received
by Katz that he invited her to coach with him personally at the
University of Michigan. Although Andrea recently graduated,
currently, she is preparing to travel to Viterbo, Italy where she
will be singing the roles of Dorabella, Cosi fan putte, Velatrice,
and Suor Angelica. She is also the alto soloist in Pergolesi’s Sta-
| bat mater and Mozart’s coronation mass. Andrea’s parents are
very proud of their daughters achievements!

MAS members wish Andrea a great trip and safe travels!

Andrea Caruso at ATG in the Junior
Coupe Mondiale Competition
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MAS Member 2011—2012 Great Success Story:

Tony Dannon (October 2009 recipient of
the Life time Achievement award at the
Las Vegas International Accordion Con-
vention) was one of the founders and long
standing Vice Presidents and Honorary
Members of MAS. He was very instrumen-
tal in encouraging people to play the in-
strument and left a great legacy with
MAS, as well as many Accordionists
throughout the world.

In 2011—2012 Joe Recchia the nephew of |

TOI‘Iy Dannon accordion career was about LVIAC Paul Pasquali with Honorary MAS Member & former Vice
President Tony Dannon along with Tony’s great friend Art Van

to launch and Joe will find himself reliv- Damme and MAS Members Elma Santa & Joe Cario back right

ing a great family legacy and a dream.....

Y | ¥ M
i

Accordion Jazz Legend Tony Dannon who
was sadly diagnosed with Dementia moved
into Joe’s home in 2008 and he and his wife
Antonella helped care for their Uncle for
the last 3 'z years of his life. Joe who had
not played the accordion regularly for well
over 30 years picked up the accordion

ly and in return his Uncle would provide as-

Tony Dannon looking on and sharpen’s Joe's skill level, sistance to sharpen his skill level.
even at the dinner table!

Then in 2011 Joe’s playing abil-
ity and confidence level
reached the point that he start-
ed booking jobs as a strolling '
Accordionist primarily at pri-
vate mansion parties in affluent
Grosse Pointe Michigan



ity 2012 Frosini Award =

“Michigan Accordion Society”

Entry Documentation

MAS Member 2011—2012 Great Success Story Continued:

His performance escalated and began performing for the Grosse Pointe Histori-
cal Society, Grosse Pointe’s Beaumont Hospital and the Grosse Pointe Yacht
club as well as performing on private yachts. To compliment Joe’s performanc-
es he began working with Detroit’s famous opera singer www.LisaAgazzi.com
who is also a MAS member. Lisa was influenced by Tony Dannon to continue her
career in singing at a very early age, also another success story!

C

e | | adje

night

Mezzo Soprano Lisa Agazzi and Joe Recchia
with Accordion Promoter Steve Stolaruk

Gy D’ Ammumzio DModel

Joe Recchia’s Grandfather Agostino D’Annunzio (Ton : 4
g ( y WS

Dannon’s Father) was also a great and famous accor- ):M'kv ,@y,ﬁ}f P o
dionist of the Ford Motor Company and was Henry . v‘j}‘,p:}y / ) '
Ford’s personal accordionist as well as his music di- %’:H‘M /6} v '
rector. Agostinoperformed at all of Mr. Ford’s home NV'UP

parties for many years. Joe Recchia then had a life
changing event in 2011 when he was asked to perform
for Henry Ford’s great grandson Edsel and Cynthia
Ford. He had the opportunity to speak to the Ford’s
about his grandfather. Interesting to note that Edsel
and Cynthia Ford knew about Joe’s grandfather and
also knew about the International Accordion that Hen- —
ry Ford had custom built for Joe’s Grandfather many (T v i onn

o moes e player of the
ears ago. This great Accordion is still in Joe’s famil , . : .
y 9 9 y International Accordion specially built

MBC and WEXL.
today. in Detroit, Ml for Joe’s grandfather at
the request of Mr. Henry Ford!
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MAS Member 2011—2012 Great Success Story Continued:

Edsel and Cynthia were just amazed that Joe Recchia was the grandson of their
great grandfather’s Accordionist and they said what a great legacy that we meet
through the Accordion. Edsel Ford and Joe Recchia took photos together and
Mr. Ford asked for Joe’s business card and later in 2012 Joe was asked to per-
form at Edsel Ford’s grandparent’s home for his out of town guests.

Joe Recchia with Henry Fords Great Grandson
Mr. Edsel Ford

Joe spent that afternoon performing in and around this great home including the
dining room just as is grandfather had done well over a half century ago.

Joe found himself reliving his grandfather’s legacy and '
had turned his dream into “an accordion reality”

Waiting for Guests to arrive in Edsel Ford Dining Room Front of Edsel Ford Home in
Grosse Pointe, Michigan
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MAS Member 2011—2012 Great Success Story Continued:

In January of 2012 Joe was appointed as the Vice President of MAS which was
his Uncle Tony’s previous position. He has also grown to perform throughout the
US and Europe for some very famous people such as, Accordion Legend Dick
Contino, famous Detroit attorney Jeff Fieger, TLC’s TV network Buddy Valestro
aka “The Cake Boss”, Opera Mezzo Soprano Lisa Agazzi, and has been able to
use his accordion at his full time Job in the Automotive field by performing for
the President of his current = = i st gl
employer
“Delphi PN —
Corporation” Jim Spencer,
as well as his customers
Vice Presi-
dents of
&“Chrysler & Fi-
at”, Mr. Bill Mattingly, Mr.

Massimo Risi and Mr. Alan Prominent Michigan Attorney MAS Member Eric Debarado with TLC Network
Amici who is a former stu- Mr. Jeff Fieger & his wife Kennie Buddy Valestro aka “The Cake Boss” & Joe

dent of Tony Dannon.

Joe Recchia with Accordion Legend and Performing at “Cliff Bells” a famous Jazz Club in
MAS Member Dick Contino Detroit, Ml with studio drummer John Yurtin!

Joe has also gone onto join “The Gene Van National Accordion Orchestra” and
has also performed in “The Joann Cochran Sommers Accordion Orchestra”. Joe
has been very proactive increasing MAS membership as well as being very busy
promoting the instrument as both his Grandfather and Uncle had done, going on
to 3 generations, for nearly a century! “A Great Success story indeed”
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In Recognition of Your Club
Cantribution o the Accordion
its Musicoand Culture
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